
BACKPACKER’S
GUIDE TO GENOA

MARATHON
LEAVING FROM OUR HOSTEL



BRIGNOLE TRAIN STATION
(10 MINUTES ON FOOT)

One of the two main train stations in
Genoa (the other is Piazza Principe).
 From here you can reach the Cinque
Terre, Milan, and the Eastern Riviera.
 Nearby: Via XX Settembre, perfect for
shopping, food, and architecture.

Piazza Verdi



CATHEDRAL OF SAN
LORENZO
(12 MINUTES ON FOOT)

The city’s cathedral, famous for its black-
and-white striped façade.
 Inside you’ll find the relics of John the
Baptist.

Tip: Visit the Treasure Museum and the
crypt.

Between Piazza Matteotti and
Via San Lorenzo



PIAZZA DE FERRARI
(5 MINUTES ON FOOT) 

The iconic fountain and central meeting
point of the city

Nearby: Teatro Carlo Felice and Palazzo
Ducale

The heart of the city, connecting
Via XX Settembre, the Opera
House, and the shopping district.



AQUARIUM OF GENOA
(18 MINUTES ON FOOT) 

One of the biggest aquariums in
Europe, featuring dolphins, sharks,
penguins, and tropical fish.

Tip: Book tickets online to skip the line.

 Porto Antico



SPIANATA CASTELLETTO
(VIEWPOINT)
(23 MINUTES ON FOOT) 

How to get there: Take the Liberty-style
elevator from Piazza Portello or walk up
from Via Garibaldi.
 Enjoy a breathtaking view over the
rooftops, harbor, and sea — perfect for
sunset photos.

Bonus: There’s a bar at the top, ideal for a
scenic drink or coffee.



GALATA SEA MUSEUM
(25 MINUTES ON FOOT)

Interactive museum dedicated to Genoa’s
maritime history.

Don’t miss: The real submarine Nazario
Sauro, anchored outside.

Porto Antico, near the Aquarium



ROLLI PALACES
(15 MINUTES ON FOOT)

A UNESCO World Heritage site.
These palaces once belonged to noble
Genoese families.
Today they house museums!

Via Garibaldi



RIGHI FUNICULAR
(20 MINUTES ON FOOT)

Departure: Largo Zecca

In just 10 minutes it takes you to the Righi
hill, offering spectacular panoramic views.

Perfect for: Short hikes in the Parco delle
Mura and visits to Genoa’s historic forts.



BOCCADASSE
(30 MIN BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT)

How to get there: Bus 31 or a seaside
walk along Corso Italia from the center.
 Ancient fishing village with colorful
houses, a small beach, and great gelato.

Best moment: Sunset — grab a drink and
relax by the sea.



CASTELLO D’ALBERTIS
(36 MINUTES ON FOOT)

Neo-Gothic castle hosting the Museum of
World Cultures, built by a Genoese
explorer.

Bonus: Panoramic view and peaceful
garden.

Above Piazza Principe station



GENOA LIGHTHOUSE
(35 MIN BY METRO) 

Symbol of the city and tallest active
lighthouse in the Mediterranean.

Visit includes a museum and a
panoramic walkway.

Near the port, about 25 minutes on
foot from Dinegro metro station



RECOMMENDED
ONE-DAY ITINERARY

Start at Brignole Station
Walk along Via XX Settembre → reach
Piazza De Ferrari
Visit San Lorenzo Cathedral → explore
Via Garibaldi and the Rolli Palaces
Go up to Spianata Castelletto for the
view
Head down to Porto Antico to visit the
Aquarium and Galata Sea Museum
End the day with the Righi funicular or a
sunset in Boccadasse



TIPS FOR
TRAVELERS

Shoes: Genoa is full of hills and narrow
alleys — wear comfortable shoes!
Transport: The AMT 24-hour pass covers
buses, metro, elevators, and funiculars.
Local food: Try focaccia, farinata, and
trofie al pesto in the historic center.
Useful apps: “AMT Genova” (transport)
and “Visit Genoa” (events and museums).


